
Discussion Questions
1. What are your favorite holiday rituals—
what things do you do every year that you 
look forward to (with your family or your 
friends or your school)?

2. Do you have ideas for new holiday 
rituals that you’d like to begin this holiday 
season?

3. Fritz discovers that almost anything can 
be an ornament. Do you have items in 
your house that you’d like to add to your 
tree? What do you already have that might 
make your tree more beautiful, more 
interesting, more unique?

4. Along the same lines, Fritz creates 
ornaments for his tree. For example, 
he adds his dog’s footprint and his own 
handprint to the tree. Do you have ideas 
for ornaments that you’d like to make? 
(And if not, please see the activities section 
for a few suggestions!)

5. After you’ve read the book once, read 
it again and take a closer look at the 
paintings. How does Fritz’s tree change 
from page to page?
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A boy who really loves his Christmas tree  
finds a way to preserve its spirit year-round in 
this sweet and child-friendly holiday story.

Fritz knows that the best parts of Christmas 
happen around the tree, whether decorating 
it with traditional and unexpected ornaments, 
sharing snacks, or opening presents. And Fritz 
gets to pick out the perfect tree: one that can be 

the centerpiece for his family’s celebrations, but 
can also make for good company when he 

needs some quiet time. But when Christmas 
is over and the tree begins to drop needles, 

Mom and Dad say it’s time to 
say good-bye. But Fritz isn’t 

ready to let his tree go. How 
can Fritz keep his Christmas 
tree—and the happiness 

gathered around it—with 
him all year through?
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Felt Tree
1. Cut two equal pieces of green felt 
into a triangular shape. (Pinking 
shears are optional.) Cut a piece 
of brown felt into a rectangular 
shape for the trunk. Cut a length of 
ribbon or yarn to use as a hanger.
2. Place your trunk between the 
green felt pieces at the bottom. 
Place your hanger between the felt 
pieces at the top. Then, sew around 
the perimeter, leaving a couple of 
inches open. Fill with stuffing, then 
complete the sewing.
3. Add buttons, jewels, sequins, 
bric-a-brac and so forth to spice up  
your tree. 

Paper Tree
1. Cut 1/4" to 1/2" strips of heavy 
green paper. You can use various 
tones of construction paper or paint 
different shades of green on paper.
2. Arrange the strips over a popsicle 
stick to form a tree (cut them down 
in size so they are smaller at the 
top). Glue down when you are 
happy with your design.
3. Decorate! Use jewels, glitter glue, 
sequins, buttons, etc. to make your 
tree beautiful. Make a star out of 
paper strips or cut one from fabric. 
Glue a loop of string to the back for 
hanging.

Activities: Ornaments
Following are ideas for a few holiday ornaments; they also happen to  
be trees themselves. They will make your own Christmas tree unique and 
lovely. And, if you choose, you can keep them out year round so you’ll 
always have a Christmas tree nearby. They are fairly straightforward 
to make and require craft items that you may already have around the 
house (or can be purchased easily.)
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Popsicle Stick Tree
1. Paint three popsicle sticks green. 
Glue together to form a triangle. 
Use a piece of brown paper or fabric 
to create the trunk.
2. Decorate the popsicle sticks with 
ornaments of your choosing: jewels, 
sequins, buttons, etc. Optional: you 
can add “garland” yarn or string 
(glue the ends to the back side of the 
popsicle sticks).
3. Glue a loop of string to the back 
for hanging.
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Maze
Help Fritz collect ornaments for his Christmas tree!

Start

Finish


